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moving ohjects epproximately 13NM south of NKP. Contact was lc~t when objects
wera 9¥M weat of base, NKP Command Post was informed they "definitely were

t -o3ts.” Sightings were confirmed by Invert radar, At approximately 0215L
o 27, r.zht Recoce chopper, was asked to investigate slow movers 4NM north-
sf bane., A8 Krife 27 was not in immediate area 5~10 minute delay ensued,
¥t > = = 3 no sightings, Knife27 also investigated similar phenomena
10-13..5 co..n of NKP and another return two and one-~half NM northwest of base,
Mo visual cichtiings were reported, Final return at 12NM south of NKP was also
investigated with Invert direction Knife 27 to position direotly overhead of
uridentified return. Searchlight was employed but revealed nothing. No objeotp,
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+ oavE oF inrommarion: Nov-Deo 68 12 omginator  (QUSAIRA, Vientiane, LAOS 8
2 / ?M !
5. PLACE AND DATE OF Aca Vientiane, LAOS s rueraneo o DALE %, 'FULTON, Major, USAF :
19 December 1968 AAIRA )
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rounet ROBERT L.F ELL
. Colonel, USAF
* Air Attache i
13 S mMARY: (Loave Diand) .
{:) This Infermation Report quotes a 7/13AF Director of Intelligence message
desling with the subjeot of unidentified flylng objeots., The message was C s
dated 11 December 1968 and was in response to inqueries to that headquarters e
from suvordinate units, It is quoted in its entirety to shor the rational -
used to draw the oonclusions that are made, This IR is submitied in response .
to and partially answers SICR U-UPF-21321. Collection aotion ocontinues,
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(Cloani hin on and fxmirc . niai
eircraft Lich r ol neT 8T 7 .8 weTe seen. Crewv ot Knife 27 auspected (L oave Blons)
o es a4 bt © uelow radar “r svt,, B, On 020426L Dec, GCA
TLorRiar Lo oot Ao CNY sout i YhE o omavir - sane speed as
| & y 7 3 ry @t der . Kr.fe 28 ".:sputched tc area, but
v arrreacihe. o withls =3, JCA later lost Knille
PUL ke o g6 sl reey st tude,  Knifa ¥
aytrosched .- i,b0s, toor o oy ! searchiizht, tut observed
rotbinge MoOOL re;rteily ner e Liw ot Contltions were toc dark to see wellp
As Enife 28 returned o Ua .+ ploke: Jopic 2gain 1INM souti.zat of where

it had dimappesared, ls. irg 2uitneasts Gun 02t Lt after 4-5NF, still heading
southeast in vooimity of VI = Pert 71, 7 4 Lecemper, 606 SOS advisor

to Thai Borde .+rol Police 'Hrr,, Regisn IV, reported that BPP had begun
operation on ¢¢ November betveer MKF and Sakhon Nakhoo towns in same proximit
ar above sightir- northwest of NXP. Four to six 3PP and Royal Thai Aray (RTA
helicopters were involved .n this oreraticr. In addition, BPY Region IV posses
one white heuy helieopter, wtich is used to mori-cr KPP operatioms, Historically
Thal pilots have been reiuctant to fly at right, but the moon in recent days
has Dade nigcht flying almost as eszy as deytime cperations, and Thai pilots
have bcen xrown to sccomplish night flights in aTeas vhere terrain is well-known|
to them, As in the pust, chopper operations by RTA and -EPP are mostly local in
nature and ro f£light plars are fi.ed for resupply, placesont of units, or moni-
toring mactiviiics urless groper pressure is brou ht to hear. Kany APP/RTA
operations usainst nommunist terroriut are autoncaocus in maturs, and thus
oentrulized contro. is weak, A3 result, air defense surveillance systec is
often rot inform:di of flights until later—if at all, BPP advisor is attemptin
to secure time sc flights in support of above operation, including dates, and
landin; arcas., Pert III, Historically, November and early Decesber have
produced large n.mbers of radar returns, particularly on GCA anopes, from natural
or cultur:sil phenonena in THAILAXD. These include temperc:iure :nversions,

balloons "on 7 © s’ r o agious celebrztions, wmigrator: Tis, and kites, In
Novemt: - RIS */y AP ] and DO ran experiment at Udor: wnhen GCA scopes were
reroTt.n < ore than 9 low; #iow returns in vicinity of Udorn FTAFB, Group

observe. sasic :1ly ;7 ved scores of balloons, three flocks or migratory birds,

severul ritee, plus at lcast four local choppers in a spar of ten minutes, At
same ti ¢ these sighti , even of legitimate friendiy fligris, failed to
corre.ate with 3righam (Udorn BTAFB-based GCI radar) and GCA returns. Om
nurbero3d occussion. it was ns‘c blished that phenomena, which U.S. personnel in
GCT site would not report a. .uthentic .raffic, was repo-ted into AOC and air

defencz» cystem by Thal operisiors. U.S. personnel atiributed these to propagutiub

m  l2s, Puriter investigation attributed a number of sporsdic returns to

ov;zr-the-horizon signals distorted by weather oonditione,

| To date, there is no sonfirmed evidence that hostile

fam

airer . - TIcopLer' hive penetrated Thai air space in support of insurgent
or communist activities. Though it is posaible that illicit ffriesdly flights
for purposes -l privale gain, pleasure, smu;cling are deing conducted, there is
no evidence to substantiate this possibility at present time. It is suspected
that Lao 2na Thal Air Porce officers can and do emrioy RLAF and RTAF saircraft
in private ventures or travel without filiing proper flight plans for infarming
components of the air defense surveillance system. Part IV, Raiore of recent
reported sichtings follows same pattern as "unknouwn returns" reported last !
vear by Ubon and Udorn. In analysis of possible hostile pemetration of §
THAILAND and in support of insurgent foroes, preliaminary study wes oconducted of
technical aspects of such flights. It wes found that to land in remote jungie
olearings at nigh!{ to airlift perasonnel or provide resuprly wes highly danger-
ous and improbable, especially in absence of sophisticated navigatsion and
landing aids, and was beyond technical capaLility of U.8. air crews, Further,
study of Air Order of Battle of nearby comzunist or neutral countries ..dicates
that available helicopter strength is sucn that hostile or unfriendly forces
do not possess adequate numbers of low/salow aircraft to undertake such miss  ~ns
with acoompanying risk factor, when they are unable to suprort their own field
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would riks valuable sivcrast and crews to suppoeri Thai insurzont, when res.:-ly,,
infiltration, and mo.. ient »y other mc.rs is cheapur, sa*er, wn. iess obvious, |
it is interesting to note thut such unknown returns have bren reporte” sin-e P

|

1565 and yet ro unidentiiti d aircrafi has ever crashed or lee. physically
observed so i: could be ident. icd., Fricndly suppression forces huve novar
shot down ¢r hit these unknown intruders, whereas U.S. helicopters and aircrarti |
ir VTHINAY and LAOS have suffered many hits and losses, and as indicatec in
Part i, friendly aireraft in arce could no. observe, even with aic of lights,
an; :r aircraft. In past, when Royal Thai Governmeni offered 200,000 Baht
rewarc for shootirg down of unknown aircraft and helicopters, only aircraft ever
hi‘® were FPP or RTA choppors and USAF aircraft on legitimate migsions, As
result, Thai Govermment hns since withdrawn reward offer since no hostile
aircraft or “unlmowns" were ever downed, It is aleo interceting to note that in
1967 uni“entified aircraft activity,'purportcdly in support of communist
insursentis, sccemed to preoccupy Thai offieiris until U,S, resourccec provided
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles. Then in gpcech of acceptance and thenks, Ceneral
PHRAPPAT, Depuiv Prime Minister, said helicopter threat from outside THAILAKD
had onded or comec under control., Part V, This headquarters is highly
interested in such sightingc and reporte, and will continue to monitor such
activity for signs of rostile intent., However, there is no evidence at present
time to indicatc rash of rocenti “Bozics* reported near NKP RTAPD involves
hostile or untriendly activity, Unquote,

2. C) The following is quotcd from a COMUSMACTHAI message dated 17 December
1968, The message was to CINCPAC with information to 7/13AF and referonced
the message quoted above. Quote, “This hcadquarters considers the mosscage and
axccllent assessrent of unidentificd helicopter reports in THAILAND, This
eyulu-ti- ~emr:llels or own asscssements,* Unquote,

(C, "% me~t recant roerorted sightings occurred in South LAOS., On the nights
of 14, 7/ -r 18 December 196f, an unidentified high wing eingle engine air-
crei't - - ~nscrved over Ben Thateng (15¢6N-10622E), LAOS, On two occasions it
was rerorted circling at low altitude (400 feet), On the third occasion, it
weg checrved at 6000 feet heading west, Estimated speed 100 knots, It has not
been dctermined if the zircrnft was an unreported fricndly or enemy,

COAMEN'"S: (C) AIRA concurs with the comments and assessments made and with

Y concinsion which are drawn. [t seems highly uniikely the enemy would

takc the riskc involved to infiltratc personnel or supplies when, as is pointed
out, other nethods are cheapoer, safer and lees obvious, HSome of the ~unknowns*
have been reported far enoupgh into THAILAND that large helicopters would have
+0 ne used or rcfuelincs mede by small helicopters. In order to rcach some

of thcsoe locations, long tlights would have to be made over friendly territory,
both in LAOS and THAILAND, Again this scems rather unlikely nnd has not been
confirncd by any sizhtings, There are no inown enemy held staging areas or
bagcs in LAOS from which such flights could operate within reasonable range,
safoty and sccurity and yet remain such a well kept secret for such a long
period of time., If any of these flights are, in fact, oocouring i1t appears
much more reasonable that they might be unreported friendly aotivities,
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foreces, offioials, or nite b sir, It is not likely, tlrroeiore, t.rt trey aave Biarw)
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